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A Landmark Year Has Begun   ~ Paul Penner 

25 years ago after New Year’s, Pembina Counselling Centre opened its doors. 
Our beginnings were small. A reception area with a desk and phone, and an 
interview room with chairs and a desk along with two caring professionals serving 
those who came. Would any come?

What started as a trickle has now become a steady stream. That first year there 
were about 350 kept appointments. This year we anticipate 3500. We started with 
one counsellor and a support staff. Today we have eleven in all (5 counsellors and 
five support staff plus a Business Development Officer). We began with one 
interview room in our Morden office. Now we have three locations: Morden, 
Winkler and Crystal City. And new space, as I write, at Boundary Trails Place in 
Morden is under construction. We will be taking up residence in the delivery 
room part of the old Morden Hospital. A space that brought ‘life’ into the world 
back then and hopefully will bring ‘life’ to people again through us.

The new office will double our floor space from 792 square feet in the Buhler 
Building to roughly 1423 at Boundary Trails Place. We will have a larger waiting 
area, four interview rooms (presently we have 3 in Morden), a book keeping/
records room, a board/meeting room and front reception. Construction began 
this January and we are hoping to be in our new location at the latest by June. 
That will be a good time to invite the community for a tour and celebrate 25 years 
of service.

Our 2018 strategic plan also calls for the expansion of services into another 
community in the Pembina Valley… but I don’t want to get ahead of myself. There 
are conversations and local partnerships that need to be built in order, for what 
we think is a good idea to actually happen. We’ll let you know more as things 
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Welcome to our new staff ~ Mark Sawatzky & Christine Elias Thank you is easy enough to say, and it doesn’t get said enough. I want to connect our ‘thank you’ to 
the difference your support has and is making. Firstly, it is personally encouraging when others come 
along side to help us who feel a call of God on our lives to this ministry of compassion. Secondly, it 
helps our clients who come to us for help better afford the costs associated with counselling by 
allowing reductions geared to income and or hardships. Thirdly, we really couldn’t do what we do 
without the support of the community around us who see value in what we do and feel motivated to 
partner with us. Fourthly, for 25 years support has coincided with what we needed at just the right time 
which strongly suggests that God is behind the scenes bringing people and resources together making 
the impossible possible.

This summer we want to celebrate our 25th birthday. Yahoo! Hopefully you will take some time to tour 
our new office space when we host our grand opening / 25th anniversary celebrations this summer.  
The renovation and relocation project being undertaken (on the front side) has been made possible 
through funding assurance from the Morden Thrift Shop, Thomas Sill Foundation, Access Credit 
Union, City of Morden, and a private donor. We are humbled and grateful by your gifts.
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